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eastern fla#k moved on Bhamo and Lashio. By the end of January,
1945, the Fourteenth Army was in position to commence a concentric
advance on Mandalay, having already accomplished the first object
of its campaign, the reopening of the land route of supply to
China, by the completion of the Ledo road to a junction with the
old Burma road north of Lashio.
The strategic position of the Japanese was now rendered still
more serious by a new attack by the Indian XVth Corps in Arakan.
Their forces here, depleted to reinforce those on the main front,
were too weak to put up any effective resistance to our combined
sea and land attack,which rapidly overran the Mayo peninsula and
occupied Akyab on New Year's Day, 1945. In the next six weeks a
further series of small landings at various points on the coast,
including one on a considerable scale on Ramree Island, cut the
enemy's routes of supply and retreat to the south and pinned him
up in a small area between the sea and the Arakan Hills, where his
eventual destruction was assured. From the Arakan harbours and
airfields now in our possession it became possible to support and
supply by air the projected drive of the main body of the Fourteenth
Army on Rangoon, and to supplement it by a seaborne attack.
On the main front the XXXIIIrd Corps had already begun its
concentric attack from north and north-west on the hostile positions
covering Mandalay; two crossings of the Irrawaddy were forced
north and west of the city, and the IVth Corps, which the enemy
had been deceived into believing was on the northern wing of the
army, came in on the opposite flank and having also crossed at
Pagan, 100 miles below the city, dispatched a fast-moving mechan-
ised force to Meiktila to cut his line of retreat to the south. The
Japanese line of communication troops, though surprised, put up a
stiff fight for Meiktila, but its capture sealed the fate of Mandalay,
. which fell to a direct attack by the XXXIIIrd Corps in the third
week in March.
This decisive blow was followed by a race for Rangoon. The
IVth Corps, moving by the westward road through Yenangyaung
and Prome and the XXXIIIrd by the old Burma road through
Toungoo and Pegu, swept out of their path the few Japanese units
who tried to oppose them and bore swiftly down on Rangoon from
north and north-east. As the hostile garrison moved out to Pegu to
meet them, the seaborne force sent by the XVth Corps from Arakan
landed at the mouth of Irrawaddy and entered the city unopposed
on May 2, twenty-four hours before the first rains of the monsoon
broke. Thus the race with the weather was won and the decisive
defeat of the enemy consummated.
The remaining two months of the campaign were devoted to
reaping the fruits of this victory. A new Twelfth Army, under
General Stopford, comprising the IVth and XXIIIrd Corps, was